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‘battle CIA for control of Haiti 

; _ By BOB THOMAS: é 

4s Southern Arizona Bureau | 

‘ ON—In the Haitian capital of ; Bonanno’s son, Salvatore “Bill” Bon "}* ican vied see meats 
* Ris pare . eae ies ae ‘anno, told The Republic it was he, and- Hea weapons almost for the asking. of 
ere ce ; f international {| 2° his father, who set up the gambling . | So, True magazine reports, Duvalier / 
s bling casi cles to the international arrangement with Duvali¢r and . who , turned to the Mafia for guns. : 
; Jet set was being operated by the Bon- spent considerable time in the dictator's * Other sources told The Republic that * 
anno family of Tucson. , +) palace. ‘.; Duvalier issued a legal contract, in *, 


& 


f It was all jegal, thanks to an exclusive : “Yes, it's true, I was there in 1963 and | French, for arms procurement from the: 
license given to fa rea Ad pee . afterwards,” said Bill Bonanno, “That's. Mafia agents. . 
' dictator Francois “Papa Doc” Duvalier. ' no secret. Anyone who really wanted to: | Jt was in the del ; 
+ Then, according to the April issue of'| find out would only have to check my | the Mafia clashed wh tie ‘GIA. Despite, 
j:'True magazine, President John F. Ken- passport or the visa forms. : |: intensive surveillance and rigid snsiaee 


(nedy, decided that Duvalier’s repressive , tion of all Caribbean shipments, a large j 
, (uantity of surplus GI weapons found its’ 


‘ regime must be toppled. The late Presi- | “I’ve nothing to hide. I've been there “ 
, fl : dent entrusted the job of deposing Papa at least a half-dozen times, sometimes. ./ way to the French-speaking black na. 
‘i 


' Doc to the Central Intelligence Agency, .. with my wife, flying over on Pan Ameri-.:| tion, accordi i 
-despite the CIA's very recent failure oe can Airlines, $165 a round trip.” — : , tding to the magazine. 
‘overthrow Castro in ‘the Bay of Pigs! 


fiasco. ; '_. tgraduate who now lives in San Jose,''| U.S. submarine chasers and PT boats: 
: The Arizona Republic has learned that | Calif, said his family. haq gambling * from, friendly Rome contacts’ These-| 
‘the Bonanno family played a major role ; concessions in Cuba before Castro took ,. boats were routed through a number of | 
‘in keeping Duvalier in power and that over and more recently in the Dominl- ; phony consignees in various countries-' 
this assistance has earned them the en- j can Republic, which shares the sdme., before winding up in Haiti as .part, of ; 


True said the mob went to Italy and { oes 


Bonanno, a. University of. Arizona} managed to sccure a number of surplus { 


ny 


« imity of the CTA. island with Haiti. _{ Duvalier’s defense force. ; 
| The struggle between the CIA and the! Bonanno sald that on the occasions he -| _Ironicall 
: ae F ‘ | i ly, some of these very same : 
[Mafia for Haiti, as detailed in True | was in Haiti his father was not there. “4 boats were involved in the aboniie re-'{ 


‘magazine, is mainly factual, sources . ; d eee 
fhe to the affair have told The Re-\ “I don’t know.where he was during Mae deseo re 3 Ete ei ulate 
public. _ {this time, When he finally showed up I'} crews later were given US. asylum: 
I ’ Id ‘him, ‘Look, you and I both know. a a ae | 
> Not true, these sources said, is the | to ’ » you anc W : oe f 
‘magazine’s claim that Duvalicr allowed about federal grand juries. So I don’t | Meyer Lansky, the article. said, now‘; 
‘Joseph “Joe Bananas” Bonanno, the | want to know. where you’ve been. Don’t.:| controls gambling in Port au Prince,:: 
‘elderly and ailing reputed Mafia chicf- { tell me. Maybe when we’re both much. Lansky, who. was active | in gambling ; 
stain, to hide out in his Port au Prince {Older you can tell me. But if I don’t; throughout the Caribbean, espically in: 
‘palace while he was mysteriously miss-.; know I can’t. be accused of neriurv bes: the Bahamas,'is attempting to establishi: 
sing. fore a grand jury”, the younger Bonan- « hotel-casino-real estate combines in Haile 
. a 7 oat x pee hee ob a ail wees 
} Shortly after the casino began opcra-.: ay oe ; PERTTI PN RAS 1 


itions, Bonanno was reported to have{. Afler Bill returned to this country, ne 
|been kidnaped on’ the streets of New. the Haiti. gambling casino was managed ¢ 

;York City just before he was to testify| in bchalé of the Bonanno family by ay 

‘before a federal grand jury investigating., {rlend, Vito de Filippo, under the casino ; es ; 
“an organized crime conspiracy. ——_—«- Permit. granted by Duvalier. >: ae a ee ee 
,, For a full year he dropped AE ey ‘During the following years the us.! oe 
jleading many law abana ved and , government put increasing pressure on p... 
ito speculate he had been murdered and i-Faiti including clandestine attacks by’ yf: 3 


‘his body hidden in a_ secret Mafia ° + : 
graveyard, There’ also was speculation | ae the True miggenine article. 


the “kidnaping” had been staged and ; ae 
that Bonanno was voluntarily hiding out, ie In 1968 the CIA-sponsored a bombing + 
.a theory which gained much mai attack on the national palace using an”! 


‘when he suddenly reappeared. : Dl ears ia alla eae: 
: | tia frustrated several ground attacks, - SEE Rei ese are 
[ During this time, various ber exterminating one ClA-trained force to," Sl aegis, eet 


elements were battling for control of; | 4 oe tee 
leackets in New York which allogediy | the last man, el to the magars ey be es 


‘ had belonged to Bonanno, The gang fight, * j oe - 
‘known as the Banana War, after Bon-’ Duvalicr found: he was unable to ob-$ 
Lanno's alles, resuliea ped? debiigr Release A090 0/91 arSiAnRAORGANNS15R000300510164-5 
“ton, while every other Latin American <: : 7 ; 
heountry, Cubs excepted, could get Amor- 
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